
UnITKP S'IATES FkTCNT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
UiiiU-d Statii?4 Patent and IVademark Office 

'Vddress COMMISSIONKR FHR PATENTS 
P.U. Box 1430 

WWWUflptO-.^OV 



ArPLICA'nCJN NO. 



FIRST KAMKD IN'VHNTOH 



ATrORNJ: Y 1X)CKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/009.896 



12/14/2001 



Tomoo Mizumura 



Q67730 



4659 



Suglirue Mion Zinn Macpeak & Seas 
2100 Pennsylvania Avenue N W Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20037-32 1 3 



EXAMLNER 



COLa FXiZABETM ^f 



ART IJNfIT 



PAPHR NUMHEk 



1771 

DATli MAILED: 08/07/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/009.896 


Applicant(s) 

MIZUMURA ET AL 


Exam in r 

Elizabeth M Cole 


Art Unit 

1771 





- Th MAILING DATE of this c mmunication appears on th cover sheet with the correspondence addr ss - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex pa/te Quay/e, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^:3 is/are rejected. 

7) 13 Claim(s) 4-73 is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b){3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
1 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 13 Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0- 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

l .n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. ^ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C, §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review {PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement{s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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1 . The preliminary amendment has not been entered since it is unsigned. 

2. Claims 4-13 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim can not depend upon another multiple dependent 
claim either directly or indirectly and may refer to only one set of claims. See MPEP 
§ 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 9-13 have not been further treated on the merits. 

3. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, it is not clear whether "which cross-sectional profile" in lines 9-10 refers to 
the cross-section of the filament as a whole, or to the cross section of the flat projection 
part. Therefore, the claimed structure is indefinite. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

5. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Pamm et 
al, U.S. Patent No. 2,816,349. Pamm et al discloses a fiber having a triangular end with 
a flat projection extending from one of the angles of the triangle wherein the fiber meets 
the limitations set forth in claims 1-2. See figure IV. The fiber may be polyester. See 
col. 6, line 1. 
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Any inquiry concerning tiiis communication or earlier 
communications from ttie examiner should be directed to Elizabeth M. 
Cole whose telephone number is (703) 308-0037. The examiner may 
be reached between 6:30 AM and 5:00 PM Monday through Thursday. 

Mr. Terrel Morris, the examiner's supervisor, may be reached at (703) 308-241 4. 

Inquiries of a general nature may be directed to the Group Receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-0661 . 

The fax number for official faxes is (703) 872-9310. The fax number for official 
after final faxes is (703) 872-931 1 . The fax number for unofficial faxes is (703) 305- 
5436. 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1771 



e.m.c 

August 4, 2003 



